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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Welcome to Brewster Elementary School! 
 

Brewster School is an exciting educational environment for children in preschool through grade two. 
Brewster Elementary focuses on the “whole child” offering an instructional program that fosters the 
cognitive, communication, social, emotional and motor development of each child through a combination 
of nurturing yet challenging experiences. Brewster prepares students to meet the expectations and 
requirements of today's demanding curriculum. 

 
Learning comes alive at Brewster as students actively participate in all learning experiences by 
collaborating and working with peers and staff to acquire new knowledge and skills. Brewster teachers 
use a variety of instructional strategies, current with best practices, when working with students. 
Instruction is differentiated to ensure that the needs of all students are met. The Core Ethical Values: 
responsibility, respect, honesty, kindness and courage are infused throughout the day. Students are 
given many leadership roles to promote independence. With these experiences your child will develop 
the skills necessary to become self-reliant, lifelong learners. 

 
Our goal is to provide an excellent foundation for your child as he/she begins his/her educational journey. 
This goal can best be met when we work in partnership with you. There are numerous opportunities for 
you to become actively involved in your child’s education. 

 
We are very proud of our school community because of our outstanding students, professional staff and 
our supportive and involved parent community. 

 
We invite you and your child to join the Brewster family. The years your child spends at Brewster Elementary 
School will be educationally rewarding and will foster a love of learning. 
 
Please feel free to call or stop by the school if you have questions about our school. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Debra Murray, Principal  
 

Brewster Elementary School 



Brewster Elementary School 
 
 

Brewster Elementary School is a comprehensive preschool through grade two educational program that 
addresses the individual needs of the whole child. Our goal is to promote student achievement and social 
emotional growth in a nurturing, fun, stimulating environment. Your child will learn to become responsible 
for his/her learning and will master challenging academic concepts. Your child will acquire a love of 
learning while at Brewster. 

 
Brewster School is a child-centered environment where each child is recognized as a unique individual. 
We recognize that students learn at different rates, have different learning styles, strengths, and areas of 
need. Therefore, learning is individualized and differentiated to ensure the success of all students. 

 
At Brewster School the teachers are both instructors and facilitators. Teachers guide and direct students 
toward new learning and discoveries by stimulating their curiosity. A variety of best practice instructional 
strategies that incorporate the visual, auditory and kinesthetic modalities are implemented across the 
curricula. Hands-on and cooperative learning activities are employed to create an engaging learning 
environment. 

 
Students practice using higher order thinking to solve “real-life” problems. Technology and the arts are 
integrated into lessons to provide students with alternative approaches to learn new information and 
demonstrate learning. Students participate in whole group, small group and individualized instruction 
daily. Students learn to work effectively and respectfully with others as well as how to work 
independently. Both are necessary to ensure students are self-reliant lifelong learners. Safe 
environments are created in every classroom and throughout the school so that students are willing to 
take risks and learn from making mistakes. 

 
Student engagement is crucial for student success. Engagement is evident by the 4C’s: Communication, 
Collaboration, Creative Thinking and Creativity. Teachers design learning tasks that require students to 
think creatively and critically, to solve real problems, ask questions, formulate ideas, make a plan, and 
analyze and evaluate their original ideas. Students have numerous opportunities to communicate and 
work collaboratively with their peers on a daily basis. They collaborate to share their knowledge, solve 
problems, research and develop new ideas. These skills are necessary to effectively participate in our 
global society. 

 
Social learning is another critical part of our school culture. Students learn to work cooperatively with one 
another, share ideas and accept different points of view. Children are taught to respect themselves and 
others. The District Core Ethical Values guide good character development. In order for children to be 
successful, they must feel positive about themselves and others. 

 
 

 

 



Brewster Elementary School 
 

The Curriculum 
Students participate in a rigorous curriculum based on the State of Connecticut Common Core 
Standards. Curricular units aligned with Common Core Standards and NGSS Standards have been 
developed in language arts, math, social studies  and science. Other key curricular components at 
Brewster School include, health, art, music, technology, physical education and library/media. The 
District’s Core Ethical Values; RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, HONESTY, KINDNESS AND COURAGE, 
are infused in our daily academic and social activities. Each area of curriculum fosters flexible thinking, 
critical thinking, and problem solving. Students develop the skills necessary to prepare them for the 21st 
Century and to become lifelong learners. 

Your child will be an engaged and active participant in our learning environment at every grade level. 
Below are the key curricular experiences that your child will participate in at each grade level. Best 
practices are utilized and benchmark standards are built upon as students move from grade to grade. 
 
 
We believe that students learn best when: 

● Engaged 
 

● Instruction is differentiated and delivered in a variety of arrangements, including whole group, small 
group, and individually. 
 

● Opportunities to communicate and work cooperatively with others are balanced with opportunities to 
work independently. 
 

● Interactions with peers encourage decision making, responsibility, and active learning. 
 

● Critical thinking and creativity are both self-inspired and stimulated by collaboration with peers. 
 

● Teachers integrate the best educational practices with technology. 
 

● The environment is safe. 
 
 

  



 

Pre-School 

The Regional School District 13 Preschool Program, housed at Brewster Elementary School integrates 
children with special needs and typically developing peers within an inclusive, developmentally appropriate 
play-based setting. Peer models are chosen by a Child-Find screening process and have demonstrated age 
appropriate expectations in the developmental areas of speech and 
language, motor skills, social abilities, and readiness skills. 
Programming for preschoolers with special needs is determined by an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) specific to a child’s educational 
needs. 

 
 
 
 

Program Highlights: 
 
 

• Curriculum follows the State of Connecticut Preschool Framework and is theme based 
incorporating all developmental areas including readiness skills, gross motor skills, fine motor 
skills, language skills, self- help skills, and social skills. 

 
• The inclusive learning environment promotes and supports the developmental needs of 

preschoolers including circle time, center time, music and movement, and free play. 
 

• Students participate in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) 
programming which is packed with creative ways to integrate STEAM disciplines into everyday fun 
and learning for preschoolers. 

 
• Preschoolers participate in related arts including art, library, music, and physical education. 

 
• An active parent/school partnership is promoted through volunteer opportunities, monthly 

newsletters, classroom activities and parenting classes. 
 

 
 
 
 



Kindergarten-Second Grade 
Language Arts  

 
Readers Workshop 
Classroom teachers at Brewster School utilize Readers Workshop to teach literacy. Readers Workshop provides 
students with a supportive environment that involves them in authentic reading experiences. Children develop strong 
reading skills through the use of mini-lessons, shared reading, independent reading, conferring and strategic small 
groups.   
 

● Reading workshop fosters a love of reading and gives students time to practice their reading 
strategies independently and with guidance.  

 
● Teachers lead whole-class mini lessons focusing on foundational literacy skills as well as 

comprehension and vocabulary. 
 

● Teachers confer with individual students regularly to focus on their strengths and areas of 
need. Teachers use data from formal and informal assessments to determine which skills 
students need to develop and practice. 

 

● Students choose leveled books and books of interest to read during Independent Daily 
Reading and Partner Reading while developing stamina and independence.  

 
Shared Reading 

• Shared Reading is a key component of the literacy experience, it is a time when teachers read and think 
aloud to model comprehension strategies, story elements and vocabulary. 

 

• This interactive process creates opportunities for students to learn to ask questions, make connections, 
collaborate with peers and engage with a variety of texts in a meaningful manner. 

 

• Shared reading books are selected with a variety of topics and genres. This allows students to be 
exposed to new and interesting types of literature, which will increase their motivation and engagement. 
These fun and interactive reading times also provide an appreciation and love for reading. 

 
Small Group Instruction 

● Classroom teachers provide differentiated instruction during small group times. Students who need enrichment are 
provided with the tools and opportunities to expand their learning. Students who may require additional support are 
given additional opportunities for re-teaching through strategy groups. 

 

● Teachers use flexible grouping to individualize, differentiate and enrich student learning. Summative and informative 
assessment data is used to identify student groups. 

 
Fundations 
Classroom teachers at Brewster School utilize Fundations to teach decoding and encoding skills.  Fundations is 
a systematic and explicit approach to phonics instruction.  Daily lessons include multisensory techniques as well 
as engaging routines.  Students develop grade appropriate skills that they apply to both reading and writing.  
 
Writing 
Classroom teachers at Brewster School utilize Writers Workshop to provide students with a structure to learn the 
writing process. Writing Workshop teaches students to creatively express themselves through writing in a variety of 
genres.  
 

● Learn to select appropriate topics and develop these topics by editing and  
revising their ideas. 
 

● Participate in peer conferences as well as conferring with the teacher.  
 

● Apply grammar and spelling skills learned in Fundations.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



Mathematics 
 

Math Workshop 
Classroom teachers use a math workshop model to teach the mathematics curriculum. The workshop model includes a 
brief whole class mini-lesson based on grade level content, station rotations including individual, partner and group 
work, teacher run strategy groups, teacher and student conferences, and concludes with a whole class reflection.  

 
Mini-Lesson 

● The mini-lesson lasts from 8 to 15 minutes in duration and consists of four main parts.  
● Beginning with the connection, the teacher connects the lesson for the day to the previous day’s 

learning and states the goal for the present mini-lesson. 
● The second component of the mini-lesson is direct instruction of the new grade level skill or 

strategy.  
● Active engagement is the third step where students try the new strategy or skill while the teacher 

monitors the understanding of all students.  
● Finally, the mini-lesson concludes with a link on how the new learning applies to the stations the 

students will encounter during workshop.  
 

Station Rotations 
● Students rotate every 7 to 15 minutes between approximately four math stations selected by the 

teacher. 
● Stations may focus on the strategy or skill from the day’s mini-lesson, review a concept 

previously taught, or provide an exploration of new content.  
● Individuals, partners, or groups may actively work together at a station. It is a busy time filled with 

student talk about math and the use of manipulatives to build conceptual understanding.  
 

Strategy Groups 
● During station rotations, a teacher may work with a small group of students around a common 

area of need.  
● This may be a time when the teacher reteaches content in a different modality, provides 

additional guided practice on an area of need, or allows for enrichment when students have 
shown mastery of skill/strategy. 
 

Teacher and student conferences 
● While station rotations are taking place, a teacher may meet with a child individually.  
● At this point the teacher make have a data chat where they collaboratively review assessment 

data, determine strengths and areas of need and then set a goal. In addition, the conference 
may also be a time for the teacher to ask questions about a student’s thought process and then 
decide on the next teaching steps for that individual student.  
 

Reflection 
● At the conclusion of station rotations, the teacher brings the entire class back to the meeting area 

to share and reflect on the strategies and/or concepts practiced that day. This may be led by the 
teacher or by students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Studies & Science 
 

● Science and Social Studies units are inquiry based. 
 

● Science and social studies topics are integrated with reading and writing 
instruction. 

 
● Special events are planned throughout the year to provide students with enrichment experiences to celebrate science 

and social studies topics.  
 

● All grades participate in various field trips to extend their learning.  
 
 

Social/Emotional Curriculum 
 

● The Second Step Program is used to promote and strengthen the social- 
emotional skills of students, helping them to reach their full potential. 
 

● Skills emphasized include sharing, negotiation, turn taking, creativity and 
leadership. 

 
● Activities that take place in the classroom to promote these skills are            

endless; songs, finger plays, whole group games, cooperative play,         
imaginative play. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 Related Arts and Other Areas of Instruction 
Related Arts Enrichment 

      In addition to weekly related arts classes (Art, Music, Physical Education, Technology, Library, and Health) all students 
participate in an additional enrichment class weekly to broaden their experiences with the arts. During enrichment blocks 
students also participate in Makerspace which allows students to use their heads and hands to create, explore, and discover 
using a variety of tools and materials. 

 
Technology:  Technology is infused into all curriculum areas at every grade level. 

 
● Computer Lab/Chromebooks – Brewster has a 1:1 Chromebook ratio at school. The Chromebooks are 

used in classrooms for basic fundamentals, research, collaboration, and writing and publishing. Students 
research work both independently and collaboratively in our computer lab to create projects, word process, 
practice literacy and numeracy skills and improve their digital literacy skills. Students utilize applications 
such as SeeSaw, Lexia, iReady, and many others. 

● iPads – Students use iPads to improve literacy and numeracy skills using apps that support and enrich 
learning. iPads are also used as a publishing tool that allow students to create books, movies, 
infographics, green screen projects and many other digital publications. 

● Digital Publishing - To showcase student learning, Brewster uses Google Apps for Education and a 
variety of Internet resources. These tools are used to reinforce reading, writing, math, social studies, 
and science skills. 
 

Music:  The ultimate goal of the music classes is to spark a love and life-long appreciation of music.  
 

● Music is integral to the educational experience at Brewster School. Students sing, play a variety of musical 
instruments, dance and learn to read and write simple music patterns. 

● Music isn’t limited to the classroom. Often students play the games they learned in music class in their 
classrooms, on the playground and in other settings. 

 
 

 Art:  The arts are ALIVE at Brewster School. Students will develop a lifelong love of art.  
 

● Students learn and use art vocabulary. 
● Students are introduced to specific artists, art styles and art periods and create original art.  
● Students solve problems and think critically, explore ways in which subject matter of other disciplines is 

interrelated with the arts. 
 

      Health and Physical Education:  A child’s physical well-being provides the foundation for all other 
growth and learning.  
 

● Understanding differences, making healthy choices, developing fine and gross motor skills and having a sense of 
personal fitness are essential. Instructional programs in physical education and health contribute to our students 
understanding of the importance of healthy practices. 

● Our comprehensive health program emphasizes substance abuse education, personal hygiene, personal 
safety, food and nutrition, personal wellness including exercise, and character education. 

● In physical education classes, students participate in a wide variety of individual, small group and large 
group activities. 

 
      Library/Media:  The Library/Media Center plays an important role in the education of all students. Books 

and activities are integrated with curricula units and selected to help instill a love of reading as children 
grow and develop throughout their years at Brewster School. Activities include: 

• Story time and Author studies 
• Library and research skills 
• Connecting literature with art and music 
• Technology, iMovie’s, Smartboard, PowerPoint, and Comic Life 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Core Ethical Values 

       As a school community, we are committed to fostering personal integrity and good citizenship; thus the Core Ethical 
Values are integrated into every aspect of the Brewster school day. 

 
● Each of the values: respect, responsibility, honesty, kindness, and courage are taught 

throughout the early months of school and are reinforced throughout the year. Our 
mascot, Drew the Dragon, emulates and models these values  

● Literature, discussions and role-playing are used to teach students how to incorporate 
these values into their lives. 

● Students are frequently rewarded with “Brewster Bucks” by demonstrating the Core 
Ethical Values. Students can accumulate bucks to earn rewards such as; stuffed 
animal or slipper day, picture with a friend on the school bulletin board, extra recess or 
lunch with the principal. 

● Monthly assemblies are held to recognize students who earn Brewster Bucks. 

Student Involvement 
       Children who feel positive about themselves and their school community are better learners. Our objective is to build 

individual self-esteem while promoting a sense of belonging. A wide variety of classroom and school-wide activities 
promote a positive school climate. The District’s Core Ethical Values guide program activities that promote good 
character development. Your child will have opportunities to be involved in our school community through: 

• Student leadership roles 
• Reading incentive programs 
• Book Buddies 
• Go Far 
• Morning announcers 
• Young Author’s Day 
• Math Challenges 
• Student book publishing 
• PBIS (Brewster Buck Program) 
• Assemblies 

 
Parent Involvement 
Brewster School models the belief that the “whole child” is best served when there is a positive partnership between 
home and school. A number of opportunities exist for parents to become involved in their children’s classroom and 
school communities: 

• Brewster PTO 
• Classroom volunteers 
• Go Far 
• Nature Trail walks 
• Field trip chaperones 
• Science experiments 
• Room mothers/fathers 
• Field day squad leaders 
• Community service projects and drives 
• Special classroom activity volunteers 

Cultural Arts/Assemblies 
       Brewster students have many opportunities to participate in numerous cultural arts programs that reinforce curricular 

concepts. Artists perform for the student body and often provide workshops for specific grade levels. 
Visiting artists and students also showcase their talents during assemblies. Past performances include: 
 

• Read Across America Day 
• Dance & Music performances 
• Visiting author/illustrator 
• Science visitors (Plants, weather, birds) 
• Social Studies cultural visits (Native American storytelling) 
• Harvest Celebration 
• Fire Safety 
• Eli Whitney Science Museum Outreach 
• Veterans Day Assembly 

 
 
 



Community Service 
Brewster students know the true meaning of helping others and are eager to demonstrate the real meaning of the 
Core Ethical Values. Recently, students lent a helping hand to the following: 

• CCMC PJ Day 
• Food drive/Amazing Grace 
• Valentines for veterans and seniors 
• Holiday cards and supplies for soldiers 
• Albert Solnit Hospital gift drive 
• International Down Syndrome Day 

 
Special Events 
Special events bring learning to life at Brewster School. Parents/guardians, siblings, family members, friends, and 
community members are invited to attend. 

• Mystery Reader 
• Open House 
• Spirit days 
• Book Shares 
• Halloween parades 
• Concerts 
• Art showcases 
• Dance Festival 

 
Support Services 

       An extensive range of support services are available to address the needs of individual students. Some of these 
services are determined on an individual basis based on student needs and eligibility criteria.Services include, but 
are not limited to the following: 

• Academic Intervention Services: Reading and Math 
• ELL 
• Special Education 
• Applied Behavioral Analysis 
• Speech/Language Services 
• Snack Group 
• Counseling Services 
• Occupational Therapy 
• Social Skills Group 
• Physical Therapy 
• Summer School 

At Brewster School, we are committed to providing an exciting, challenging 
educational experience to every student. 

 
Frederick F. Brewster School 

126 Tuttle Road, P.O. Box 310 
Durham, CT 06422 

Phone: 860-349-7227 


